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FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 

SS] This communication is responsive to . 

@J The allowed claim(s) is/are V-^ r 6 "ll t 1ft <XuJT-0-3>\ . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d). 

□ Alt □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
'Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE THREE MONTHS 
FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office action. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-152, which discloses that the oath or 
declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

IS Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

D because the originally filed drawings were declared by applicant to be informal. 

D including changes required by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No. . 

SI including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on ^/l/^^ , which has been approved 

by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of the drawings. 
The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftperson. 

□ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it 
MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Lawrence Chapa on August 14, 2000. 

In the Specification: 

Page 16, line 5: "620" (second occurrence) has been changed to -630-. 

In the Claims: 

Claim 8 has been rewritten as follows: 



(amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said process bowl [bottom] is 



suspended by a bowl chassis, and [further comprising a bowl leveler,] said bowl 



leveler [connected to said process bowl] is further connected to said bowl chassis for 
leveling said process bowl relative to said bowl chassis.- 





Claim 16, line 11: -and said anode- has been inserted after "bottom". 




Claim 16, line 14: "annular" has been deleted. 




Claim 22, line 4: "bowl" has been changed to -fluid-. 
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Claim 32-39 have been canceled. 



COMMENTS 



Page 16, line 5 of the specification has been changed to correct a 
typographical error. Basis for the change is found at page 16, line 22. 

As originally presented, claim 8 was directed to the inclusion of a bowl 
leveler. However, independent claim 1 was amended by the paper submitted on 
June 29, 1999, to recite "a bowl leveler connected to said process bowl for leveling 
said process bowl relative to said fluid reservoir." Claim 8 has been amended to be 
consistent with claim 1 as now written. A bowl leveler is shown in figure 8 and 



described at page 18, lines 1-14 of the specification. Lines 7-10 state that "The 
levelers may consist of jack screws threaded within the edge of module deck plate 
666 and in contact with the process module frame 606 so as to elevate the process 
bowl assembly 603 relative to the process module 20." The structural elements 
shown in figure 8 are considered to represent one embodiment in which a process 
bowl is suspended by a bowl chassis, as recited in claim 8, to allow leveling relative 
to the fluid reservoir, as now recited in claim 1. In claim 8, line 1 the word "bottom" 
has been deleted as unnecessary since, as shown in figure 8, the bottom of the bowl 
is integral with the remainder of the bowl, and the whole bowl is suspended. 
Line 11 of claim 16 has been amended to clarify what the fluid inlet is 
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between. Basis is found in originally presented claim 17. Line 14 of claim 16 
referred to "said first annular space. The limitation that the first space was 



recites that the first space is annular in shape. 

In line 4 of claim 22, the expression "said bowl cup" has been changed to 
-said fluid cup- to agree with claim 21, line 4 and the wording of the other 
preceding claims. 

Claims 32-39 have been canceled since they were directed to a nonelected 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to William Leader, whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-2530. The examiner can normally be reached Mondays-Fridays from 7:30 
AM to 3:00 PM eastern time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kathryn Gorgos can be reached at (703) 308-3328. The fax 
phone number for official after final faxes is (703) 305-3599. The fax phone number 
for all other official faxes is (703) 305-7718. Unofficial communications to the 
Examiner should be faxed to (703) 305-7719. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



annular lacked antecedent basis and has been deleted. It is noted that claim 18 



invention. 



William Leader:wtl 
August 14, 2000 
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